
How to Tip Your 
Vendor Team



Let's start with the basics:

1. First review your contracts.
Read through each of your contracts to see if a gratuity is included. It's pretty standard for it to be covered in
your venue, catering, and even most transportation contracts. When it is, no additional tipping is required.
 
2. A "service charge" is NOT necessarily a gratuity.
I know it can be frustrating or even confusing, but a "service charge" is a mandatory fee that gets added to
your venue and/or catering contract. Service charges don't necessarily go directly to employees or staff.  So
you'll need to ask how that money is being used.  At the discretion of the service provider, this fee can be
applied to anything from venue maintenance to administrative costs.  That said, unless you specifically see
the word "gratuity" on your final bill, you may still need to tip.

3. You're not required to tip business owners.
Technically, you don't need to tip the owner of a business, just their employees. The idea here is that you're
already paying what the business owner has deemed an adequate price for their service.  Small business
owners, however, should be considered for tipping based on the quality of service you feel you’ve received,
especially if they were the hero of the day or went above and beyond the call of duty.
 
4. Prepare tips in advance.
Go to the bank before your wedding, withdraw cash, and put each tip into a labeled envelope.  You can then
give these envelopes to your wedding planner/coordinator or a responsible member of your bridal party to
distribute them appropriately over the course of the event.

5. Lastly, unless it's built into your contract, tipping is never mandatory.
If you simply don't have the money to spare, you can express your appreciation in other ways - write your
vendors a rave, 5-star review online, let them use those beautiful photos from your wedding for their
portfolio, give them a nice bottle of wine, or send them a handwritten thank you note.  Whatever it is, 
they will appreciate your kind gesture. 

You've planned your wedding and finally the big day is here!  But it wouldn't have all come together
without your vendor team.  So after saying "I DO", there's only one thing left....to say "Thank you"!  

 As with any part of the service industry, you will want to thank those who served you and your guests,
or those who went above and beyond the call of duty, with a tip or gift.   

Here's a guide to help you figure it all out ahead of time.

Wedding Vendor 
                Tipping 101
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Now to the heart of the matter...here's what you need to know about who to tip and how much.

Vendor Tipping
Guidelines
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Photographers & Videographers: $50-$100 per person
Wedding planners: 10-20% of the total bill
Ceremony/Reception Singers/Band: $25-$50 per person
DJ: $50-$150
Wedding Venue Coordinator/Catering Captain: $250-500, or 15-20% of the food & drink bill
Reception Waitstaff: 15-20% of labor costs on food & drink bill
Reception Bartender: 10% of the total bill
Officiant: $50-$100
Florist: 10-15% of your total floral bill
Hair & Makeup: 15-20% of total fee
Transportation: 15-20% of total fee
Delivery Personnel: $5-$10 per person
Coat Check/Restroom Attendant/Valet Attendants:  $1-$2 per person (or vehicle)

While your tip should depend on your level of satisfaction & a few other factors, here are some quick
guidelines on how to tip your wedding vendors, with additional protocol & tips to follow:



Let's dig a little deeper into the details of the how's & when's for each vendor.

Vendor Tipping
Details
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PHOTOGRAPHERS AND VIDEOGRAPHERS*
Protocol:  Optional; consider tipping the second shooters or staff 
Amount: $50-$100 per person
Timing: At the end of the reception or when their service time is done.

WEDDING PLANNER*
Protocol: Optional;  if your planner does not own the business, a tip is encouraged.
Amount: 10-20% of the total bill 
Timing: At the end of the reception, or mail it after the honeymoon.
 
CEREMONY MUSICIANS/SINGERS:
Protocol: Optional; consider the complexity of their setup and/or performance.
Amount: $25-$50 per person
Timing: At the end of the ceremony.
 
RECEPTION MUSICIANS/BAND/SINGERS:
Protocol: Optional; consider their overall performance quality and responsiveness to your requests.
Amount: $25-$50 per person
Timing: At the end of the reception.
 
DJS:
Protocol: Optional; consider their overall quality and responsiveness to your requests.
Amount: $50-$150
Timing: At the end of the reception.

WEDDING VENUE COORDINATOR/CATERING CAPTAIN:
Protocol:  Expected, based on contract; if gratuity is not included, tip as indicated.
Amount: $200+ each, or 15-20% of the food & drink bill
Timing: If included in the contract, the final bill is due before the wedding. If not, tip at the end of the
reception.

*Personal gifts are a great options for these vendors.



Vendor Tipping
Details
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CATERING COOKS:
Protocol:  Expected, based on contract; if gratuity is not included, tip as indicated.
Amount: $25 each ($100+ for the Head Chef)
Timing: If included in the contract, the final bill is due before the wedding. If not, tip at the
end of the reception.
 
WAITSTAFF:
Protocol: Optional, based on contract; if gratuity is not included, tip as indicated. Tip on top of
contract gratuity only for exceptional service.
Amount: $25-$60 each ($150+ for the head waiter); alternatively, 15-20% of labor costs on
your food and drink bill.
Timing: At the end of the reception (or during set-up, to encourage great service).
 
BARTENDERS:
Protocol: Optional, based on contract; if gratuity is not included, tip as indicated. Tip on top of
gratuity only for exceptional service.  Make sure guests are not tipping on top of your tip!
Amount: $25-$60 each ($50+ for the head bartender, if there is one); alternatively 10% of your
total bill
Timing: At the end of the reception (or during set-up, to encourage great service).

OFFICIANT (including those provided by houses of worship)**:
Protocol: Expected, depending on officiant. If s/he works for the church or synagogue, you
might be expected to make a donation to that institution instead, or in addition.
Amount: $50-$100 to the officiant alone,  $100-500 donation to the religious institution, if
required. If the officiant is charging you, the additional tip to the individual is not expected.
Timing: Prior to the wedding (when paying the ceremony service fee) or after the rehearsal.
 
FLORISTS:
Protocol: Optional or not expected, unless you really loved their work and service.
Amount: 10-15% of your total floral bill
Timing: Include a separate check with the final invoice, or mail it after the honeymoon.

**Personal gifts are a great option if the officiant is a friend or clergy member.



Vendor Tipping
Details
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HAIR STYLISTS & MAKEUP ARTISTS:
Protocol: Expected
Amount: 15-20%+ of the total fee
Timing: At the end of their service.
 
TRANSPORTATION DRIVERS:
Protocol: Expected; may already be included in the contract
Amount: $25 to $50 each; alternatively, 15-20% of the transportation costs
Timing: At the end of the night or after the final ride.
 
DELIVERY PERSONNEL (Cake, Rentals, etc) / SETUP TEAM:
Protocol: Expected
Amount: $5 to $10 each
Timing: Leave marked cash envelopes with the coordinator or catering manager (whoever 
will be on site overseeing delivery and setup) to distribute the tip(s).

COAT CHECK / RESTROOM ATTENDANTS/ VALET SERVICE:
Protocol: Expected
Amount: $1 to $2 per guest (or per car for Valet Attendants).
Timing: At the end of the reception (or during set-up, to encourage great service).

KEEP IN MIND:  Though tipping at weddings has become customary, like other service areas, it isn't
mandatory or even expected by most wedding pros. With the exception of the catering staff and possibly
the venue, tips are considered a nice surprise by almost all vendors.

If you don't have the money to shell out on tips, there are a few gestures that will go a long way with
your team of wedding pros.  Sending a handwritten thank you note or leaving a review on Yelp, Google
or The Knot/WeddingWire are great ways to show appreciation and offer something the vendor can use
when booking future clients. Even better, refer your vendors to your friends — this gesture will go so
much further than any cash tip!


